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1. Rudolf Punsel, Director of the Omnia Trust Company in Prague and & personal friend 
of Hubert Ripke Minister of Foreign Trade, appears to be oriented to the West and 
‘at the same time, through his friendship with Ripka, as well as from hie own official 
position in the bank, is able to observe the fundamental economic trends in his 
country. He commented that the political pressure of the Communists has driven 
Czechoslovakian domestic economy into a blind alley. It was his belief that 
nationslization,as wail as the contracts requiring large-scale deliveries of goods 
to the Soviet Union, will seriously apes an otherwise generally healthy 
Czechoslovek domestic eccneny. 


2. Bunzel stated that opposition to this disasterous policy was constantly growing, 
particularly in the industrial and wholesale commercial circles, and that if such 
opposition grows much farther 1t will assume the character of a full-fledged move- 
mont against this policy. The nucleus of this opposition is Ripka's Ministry of 
Povélign Trade anich was the first to feel the impact of the present policy. 
Individuale within this Ministry are parbiculerly bitter on the subject of Soviet 
seizure of the uraniua mines in the vicinity of Jachimov (Joachimstal). 


3. Dr. Martaé, Section Chief Janda's deputy in the Ripka'ts Ministry, commented that 
Austrians with their admitted Western orientation were not able to obtain a large 
dollar lean. fo this source replied that Austrians were not interested in outajning 
@ large loan before economic security was assured and that in any event, even with- 
out 2a meen moral support of the Western Powers had protected them from complete 
chacs. 


=x Comment: This discussion indicated clearly that the Czechoslovak 

Republic cbserves closely how far the Western Powers help their friende | 
and that the granting of a long-term loan to Austria could aid Amsxican 

efforts in Csecheslovakia). 


4. At the time of the interview, Janda, Dr. Marticts chief, was in Yugoslavia an 


on 
official mission and Nartic remarked that negotiations undertaken there had to be 
viewed from the standpoint of the politician as well as the economist. 
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This last point was also made by another member of Ripkats ‘anistry, who ig 
admittedly orleated to the Vest. As an axanple of the manner in which high 
political consijerations are reflected in trede arrungesaonts, the treaty 
between USSR and Yugoslevia wis cited. ‘hile this treaty any have cemented 

the bonds of friendanip betwoon Yugoslavia end tho USS, tho former sorely noeds 
comicte factory slants from Czechoslovakia in order to rebuild her industries, 
such as ateo] plants, susur refineries, paper mills and the like. These can 

bo paid for enly on very lons tern cortrects and the Yuroslav debt to 
Czechoslovakia wil soon be very large without these ‘Larre orders, 


feneral Director tuloeh, chicf of all the actioaaliced ecal mines in Czeshoslovatia 
and one of the most powerful of the Czethoslevak stonemic leaders, was particularly 
favorable to the of] agreencent betwoo1 Cacchoslovukia ond iustriase He firuly 
beltevad that the treaty will briars economic frescom to 4ustria and that 
Czechoslovwk leaderg alreatly consider tie treaty as a fact. ‘hile agreeing in 
principle, “exeral itrestor vartinek, head of the lational chenfieal Industry, 

was not gufte so sure thet the ofl apgreemeat could be considerad adopted, for 

he gtated that he we6 prepsreti to vive custria his support ia the event that the 
USSR presented any difficultiss in concludine the “wransaction. ile stated that 

he wat seaddaz onc of his directors to Viena t¢ support die austrian necotiators 
fn their dealings with USTVA (Administration of Soviet Pronerty in Eastern 

Augtria b 
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